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The Parish of East Harptree



Objective

This document has been produced by the Parish Council in consultation with residents 
at the request of BaNES Council. The aim, using narrative and photographs,  is to 
give the reader a clear understanding of the special character of East Harptree 
such that when the council are considering matters which affect the village, they will 
have this document to inform and guide their decisions.



Introduction and Overview

The parish of East Harptree is situated in an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
(AONB) on the northern slopes of the Mendip Hills overlooking Chew Valley lake, within
the jurisdiction of Bath and North-East Somerset.
East Harptree is a peaceful and tranquil RA2 classified village, being away from main
roads and surrounded by open farmland.
The village has grown organically over the centuries and is steeped in history with
many properties dating back to the 19th century and beyond. There are numerous
Grade I and Grade II listed buildings within the village, all of which add to its historic
interest.
East Harptree draws many visitors from far and wide for its scenic setting, its numerous
footpaths and walking trails, registered Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and
Sites of Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI) – with Harptree Combe being a
favourite to visit.
The recorded population at the time of the 2011 Census was just 644, which helps
create a strong sense of community spirit amongst its residents, most of whom actively
engage in the various village events held throughout the year.



A – Setting & Topography

The parish comprises one main settlement
area and several outlying hamlets.
East Harptree is situated within the
Mendip Hills Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty (AONB).

The parish is situated at the base of the
approximately north facing slopes of the Mendip
Hills and largely takes a north-south linear form. At
the northern end the parish is flat, but slopes
increasingly to the southern end where it can be
classified as being steep. Most properties in the
main village of East Harptree have varying degrees
of slope in their gardens.

* 2011 Census Data of East Harptree 



A – Setting & Topography

The parish is a rural area,
dominated by and surrounded by,
small and irregular-shaped fields
of varying agricultural
classifications ranging from grade
1 (at the northern end of the
village) to grade 4 (at the
southern end) on the Mendip Hills
escarpment.

The green spaces within the
village add to the peace and
tranquillity of this natural and
rural setting.
Local agricultural practices which
add so much to the beauty and
character of the area and its
surrounds must be maintained,
protected and enhanced.



B - Layout

The village pattern is linear with three medieval
parallel north-south roads in the core joining at the
northern and southern ends to form single-track
entry and exit routes, generally without any
pavements.
At the north this route crosses the B3114 which
forms a clear distinction between the Mendip Hill
slopes to the south and the flat plain areas to the
north. The formal structure of the roads help to
define the centre of the village.

The houses and cottages are generally close
to the road with narrow plots and stone walls.
The houses and walled gardens of Harptree
Court dominate the central part of the
village, along with the church, school and
village hall.



C - Spaces

The are few gaps between buildings. Where gaps do occur, these open green areas 
contribute greatly to the character of the village and should be preserved.
The flat northern end of the village has a playing field which is regularly used by both the 
village school and the village community.



D – Green and Natural Features

There are many fine mature trees, hedges and
bushes within the parish. Most fields are
enclosed by hedgerows in keeping with the rural
character of the parish.
The north and eastern fringes of the parish are
very open with long sweeping views of open
countryside, including views of Chew Valley
Lake.

The attractive nature of the parish draws many visitors, from far and wide, to enjoy the
traditional and unspoilt character of the natural environment and the outstanding views.



E – Wildlife and Ecology

Wildlife is abundant in the area. Buzzards and three species of owls are present. Badgers,
foxes, deer, stoats and weasels, field mice, hedgehogs and slowworms and adders are
common sightings. Fourteen of the eighteen bat species found in Great Britain can be found
within the district of Bath and North-East Somerset, and at least three of those species
roost in East Harptree.

There are many, mostly deciduous, mature trees, ancient hedgerows, wild flowers including
ransoms and native ferns.
Frogs, toads and newts are commonplace in the local ponds and waterways.



E – Wildlife and Ecology 

The parish is extremely rich in biodiversity and is
subject to a number of environmental designations,
including Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI’s) and
Sites of Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI’s), and
many of the mature trees are protected by Tree
Preservation Orders (TPO’s).



F - Roads, Streets and Other Movement Routes

The roads in the village are narrow, bounded
by banks, walls and hedgerows.
These roads are generally winding and
without pavements.



F - Roads, Streets and Other Movement Routes 

The provision of off-street parking within the
curtilage of properties is scarce, leading to the
parking of cars on the roads, causing significant
obstructions to traffic and farm vehicles and
creating difficulties and safety concerns for
pedestrians.



F - Roads, Streets and Other Movement Routes 

The village is well served by
public footpaths, predominantly
across open fields and farmland.



G - Landmarks

The village of East Harptree has numerous significant landmarks:
1. Harptree Court
2. Eastwood Manor
3. Eastwood Manor Farm Steading
4. Harptree Combe – which also contains the remains of Richmont Castle 

(circa late 11th century) and a Victorian aqueduct
5. Village Clock Tower
6. St. Laurence Church and Tower – with adjacent stone keyhole stiles
7. Victorian village water pumps
8. Victorian School Building
9. Village Theatre / Village Hall
10. K6 Telephone Kiosk
11. Smitham Chimney and Frances Plantation – including a lead mine and 

smelting works
12. Two large Conservation Areas



G – Harptree Court



G – Eastwood Manor



G – Eastwood Manor Farm Steading



G – Harptree Combe & Victorian Aqueduct



G – Village Clock Tower



G – St. Laurence Church and Tower



G – St. Laurence Church and Tower, depicting two ‘keyhole’ stiles



G – Victorian Village Water Pumps



G – Victorian School Building




